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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Hliode  Island , 
at  their  January  Session ,  A.  D.  1873  : 

The  undersigned.  Railroad  Commissioner,  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  section  23,  chapter  145  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
respectfully  presents  the  following  report : 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  month,  I  received  an  application 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Providence,  Warren  and  Bristol 
Railroad  Company  to  relieve  them  from  stopping  their  trains  before 
crossing  the  junction  of  their  track  with  the  track  of  the  Fall  River, 
Warren  and  Providence  Railroad  Company  at  Warren,  and  after 
notifying  the  parties,  I  examined  the  premises,  and  gave  the  follow¬ 
ing  grant : 


State  of  Erode  Island, 

Railroad  Commissioner’s  Office,  No.  9  Exchange  Street, 

Providence,  January  9,  1373. 

Whereas,  application  has  been  made  by  the  Providence,  Warren  and  Bristol 
Railroad  Company,  for  permission  to  run  their  cars  across  the  junction  of  their 
tracks  with  the  track  of  the  Fall  River,  Warren  and  Providence  Railroad  Company 
at  Warren,  R.  I.,  without  stopping  said  cars,  as  is  required  by  section  7,  chapter 
145  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  I  therefore  grant  permission  to  the  said  Providence, 
Warren  and  Bristol  Railroad  Company  to  run  their  cars  across  said  junction,  with¬ 
out  stopping,  upon  the  following  conditions  :  That  the  right  of  way  shall  at  all 
times  be  vested  in  said  Providence,  Warren  and  Bristol  Railroad  Company,  and 
they  do  hereby  assume  all  liabilities  from  any  accidents  happening  at  said  junction, 
unless  such  accidents  shall  have  been  caused  by  carelessness  of  the  Fall  River, 
Warren  and  Providence  Railroad  Company. 


HENRY  STAPLES, 

Railroad  Commissioner. 
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The  grant  is  accepted  upon  the  conditions  above  named. 

(Signed)  WATERMAN  STONE, 

Superintendent  Providence ,  Warren  and  Bristol  Railroad  Company . 

(Signed)  N.  L.  BARRUS, 

Superintendent  Fall  River ,  Warren  and  Prov  Aence  Railroad  Company. 

When  in  Warren,  I  gave  particular  attention  to  a  building  there, 
owned  by  the  Fall  River,  Warren  and  Providence  Railroad  Company, 
which  in  my  judgment  was  dangerous  for  the  employes,  and  I  imme¬ 
diately  wrote  the  corporation,  and  am  assured  by  them  that  it  will 
receive  attention  as  soon  as  the  season  will  allow  work  to  be  com¬ 
menced. 


ACCIDENTS. 

There  have  been  two  accidents  since  my  appointment,  both  of 
which  occurred  upon  the  Providence  &  Worcester  Railroad,  and  both 
of  which  were  fatal. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  Mr.  George  C.  Scott,  an  employe  of 
the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  was  killed,  by 
being  run  over,  while  shoveling  snow  from  the  track,  near  the  station 
in  Providence. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  Edward  Bassett  wTas  killed  near  Man- 
ville  station,  by  being  run  over  while  walking  upon  the  track.  Each 
of  these  received  my  prompt  attention.  Three  witnesses  in  one  case, 
and  five  in  the  other,  were  examined  under  oath,  and  the  testimony 
subscribed  to  by  each  witness. 

NEW  WORK  CONTEMPLATED. 

The  parties  who  obtained  a  charter  under  the  name  of  the  Paw- 
tuxet  Valley  Railroad  Company,  are  progressing  rapidly  with  their 
work,  and  during  the  present  year,  probably  by  early  fall,  expect  to 
have  their  road  completed  and  trains  running.  The  original  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  petitioners  was  to  build  this  road  from  Hope  to  River 
Point,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  but  an  amendment  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  asked  for  at  this  session,  allowing  them  to  extend  from 
River  Point  to  tide  water  at  Coweset  Bay,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  distance,  crossing  the  Stonington  track  at  a  grade. 
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PROVIDENCE  AND  SPRINGFIELD  RAILROAD. 

Nine-tenths  of  this  road  is  already  completed  to  a  perfect  grade. 
The  sleepers  and  rails  are  upon  the  ground,  and  the  company  expect 
to  have  trains  running  by  the  middle  of  May.  The  branch  from 
North  Smithfield  to  Woonsocket,  about  five  miles  in  distance,  is 
under  contract,  and  work  will  be  speedily  commenced,  and  expected 
to  be  completed  during  the  coming  summer.  Another  branch  is 
contemplated  from  Stillwater  to  Greenville,  with  good  prospect  of 
being  carried  through,  and  when  completed,  will  be  further  extended 
to  Scituate  and  Danielsonville.  Another  company  intend  building 
from  Pascoag  to  Palmer,  intersecting  with  the  Boston  and  Albany 
road. 

PROVIDENCE,  WARREN  AND  BRISTOL  RAILROAD. 

A  sufficient  amount  of  the  stock  of  this  company  has  recently 
changed  hands,  so  that  it  is  now  controlled  and  managed  by  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Company.  A  large  quantity  of  new 
rails  have  already  been  purchased  for  the  road,  and  a  new  engine  and 
two  new  passenger  cars  will  soon  be  added  to  their  rolling  stock.  A 
new  depot  is  to  be  built  at  Yue  de  V  Eau,  and  a  turnout  laid  there. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  arrangements  will  be  speedily  made, 
whereby  the  northern  terminus  of  this  road  will  be  nearer  the  centre 
of  the  city. 


PROVIDENCE  AND  WORCESTER  RAILROAD. 

The  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  realizing  that 
their  coal  and  other  heavy  traffic  has  reached  a  point  in  magnitude, 
where  it  cannot  be  done  properly  or  economically  through  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  have  located  a  tract  of  land  for  wharves 
at  Bold  Water  Point,  near  India  Point,  in  the  town  of  East  Provi¬ 
dence,  which  will  afford  ample  facilities  for  the  reception  of  coal, 
iron,  lumber,  &c.,  to  be  transported  over  the  line,  through  to  Wor¬ 
cester,  and  many  points  beyond.  This  valuable  appendage  to  the 
accommodations  of  the  road,  for  the  transaction  of  its  heavy  freight 
business,  will  be  connected  with  the  main  line  by  a  branch  road  run¬ 
ning  from  the  water  front,  along  the  east  side  of  the  Pawtucket 
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River  to  Valley  Falls.  This  branch  road  will  soon  be  under  con¬ 
tract,  and  the  work  pushed  vigorously  forward  to  completion. 

There  is  not,  probably,  any  contemplated  improvement,  which  the 
whole  public  would  be  so  thankful  to  see  completed  as  this,  because 
the  business  has  grown  to  be  so  enormous  that  trains  of  merchandise 
cars  are  so  constantly  crossing  the  principal  thoroughfare  of  the  city 
of  Providence.  The  trains  not  only  obstruct  public  travel,  but  ren¬ 
der  it  exceedingly  dangerous. 

There  are  many  other  improvements  contemplated,  and  entirely 
new  roads  soon  to  be  commenced,  but  the  plans  are  not  yet  suffi¬ 
ciently  matured  to  refer  to  them  here. 

I  furnished  each  of  the  corporations  with  a  blank,  calling  for  such 
information  as  I  considered  of  general  interest,  and  am  therefore 
enabled  to  present  the  following  statistics  of  each  railroad  company  : 
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By  these  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year,  there  have 
been  17,723,903  passengers  transported  by  the  various  corporations, 
and  out  of  this  enormous  number,  six  only  have  been  killed,  and  six 
injured.  Of  the  six  killed,  one  was  killed  while  attempting  to  get 
on  to  a  moving  train,  and  one  fell  from  the  train.  Of  the  six  in¬ 
jured,  two  were  caused  by  attempting  to  leave  a  moving  train. 
While  transporting  such  enormous  numbers,  with  such  a  very  small 
percentage  of  accidents,  speaks  volumes  for  the  care  bestowed  by  the 
employes  of  the  various  corporations. 

During  the  same  time  thirty-five  persons  have  been  killed  while 
walking  upon  the  track,  and  nineteen  injured.  If  persons  will  insist 
upon  making  a  public  highway  of  the  railroad  tracks  in  our  State, 
these  accidents  must  continue  to  result.  It  does  seem  that  some 
legislation  is  necessary  on  this  point,  and  I  would  recommend  the 
passage  of  a  law,  punishing  by  a  small  fine,  any  person  detected 
walking  upon  the  track,  except  at  the  crossings. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  STAPLES, 

Railroad  Commissioner . 


Providence,  January  31st,  1873. 
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